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LIFE+ 2007 

FUTMON 

Further Development and Implementation of an EU-level Forest Monitoring System 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE KICK OFF MEETING 
 
The kick off meeting of the action C1-HarmonLS-40(IT) with also participation from actions and 
C1-NFI8 (DK) and C1-NFI25 (SE) of the Life+ Further Development and Implementation of an 
EU-level Forest Monitoring System “FutMon” project took place from 19th to 20th March 2009 in 
Florence (Italy), hosted by the Italian Academy of Forest Sciences. 
More than 35 participants from 19 countries attended the meeting: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Netherlands, Poland, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland (see Annex 1). 
The meeting was relevant also for coordinating FutMon L2b activities which are NFI field studies 
conducted in order to (i) test reference assessment methods and (ii) develop, test and enhance 
bridging functions for a set of core variables. 
 
19th March 2009 
The first day of the meeting was dedicated to the Life+ FutMon project L2b actions. This action 
gives an opportunity to contribute to a long-term harmonisation of the national forest inventories in 
Europe. The project includes field assessments to support the further harmonisation of NFIs. 
Bridging functions between local definitions and agreed references to be developed/improved based 
on these field assessments and contributing to a harmonisation of output of core variables from the 
NFIs across EU. The L2b activities will build upon the experience reached in the COST Action E43 
and other projects on further harmonisation of National Forest Inventories in Europe: the aim is to 
improve bridge functions for common reporting. 
 
The objective of the first day of the meeting was therefore to review the variables proposed by the 
COST E43, to discuss and agree on the selection of the variables to assess in the field during 
summer 2010. 
 
Annemarie Bastrup-Birk (DK) opened the meeting and welcomed participants the morning of the 
19th March at 10.30 am. She introduced the participants to the FutMon action C1-HarmonLS-40 
and to the L2b activities (current information needs from NFIs, overall objectives and project 
structure). 
Adrian Lanz (CH) presented the reference definitions based on achieved results of the COST Action 
E43. 
Annemarie Bastrup-Birk described principles of bridging functions between local definitions and 
agreed references. 
Gherardo Chirici (IT) presented an example of bridging functions developed for the dead wood in 
the frame of the COST Action E43 WG3 by using National Forest Inventory data. 
The morning closed with a general discussion on need of extension of the presented list of reference 
definitions. 
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The meeting continued in the afternoon with the presentation of some Country reports regarding 
present and future actions finalised to integrate NFI and ICP networks: Italy (B. Petriccione, P. 
Gasparini) and Slovakia (V. Šebeň, P. Pavlenda). Information provided by Country reports were: 

a) a country presentation (country area, forest area, main forest categories, etc.); 
b) a presentation of the NFI (sampling design, grid, variables assessed, time series available, 

etc.); 
c) a presentation of the ICP network (grids, existing level I and level II plots, use of the plots in 

FutMon and in other EU projects such as FORESTBIOTA and BIOSOIL); 
d) the relationship between NFI and ICP networks (administrative responsibilities of NFI and 

ICP, existing integration, future perspectives); 
e) the relationships with other forest monitoring networks (LTER, CarboEurope, Natura2000, 

etc.); 
f) the status regarding the implementation of FutMon and expectations from action C1-

HarmonLS-40. 
The first day concluded at 5.30 pm with a synthesis of the presentation, further planning of the 
project (data analysis, database of results and reporting to Life+ FutMon) and general conclusions. 
 
20th March 2009  
The second day of the meeting was dedicated to the action C1-HarmonLS-40. The final aim of this 
action is to support the interested countries in the integration of different large scale forest 
monitoring networks. The first expected output of this action is the definition of criteria for the 
selection of those plots to be included in C1 actions. 
The final decision regarding the selection of FutMon plots and regarding methods and strategies to 
be implemented for the integration of existing networks is under responsibility of the national 
authorities. This action will facilitate the communication between the countries providing a synoptic 
view over the existing initiatives in the different countries. 
The final expected result of this action is a report on existing experiences with guidelines on 
methods and strategies for optimising the integration of existing large scale forest monitoring 
networks in Europe. 
 
The objective of the second day of the meeting was to help in creating a comprehensive pan-
European overview of the mutual relationships between different large scale forest monitoring 
networks in the different countries with a special focus on national forest inventories and ICP level 
I. The relationships with other networks related to forest monitoring were also considered (e.g.: ICP 
level II, LTER, CarboEurope, NATURA2000, etc.). 
 
The second day meeting started at 9.30 am with an introduction to FutMon Action C1-HarmonLS-
40 (IT). 
Then, related projects and prior experiences on decision-oriented monitoring of forest health and 
pest outbreaks and harmonizing large scale Forest Inventories were presented by Göran Stahl (SE) 
and Arthur Bauer (DE), respectively. In his presentation, Bauer described the experience of 
harmonizing the Inventory and Monitoring Networks in Bavaria. 
The meeting continued with the presentation of Country reports regarding present and future actions 
finalised to integrate NFI and ICP networks: Belgium (G. Sioen, P. Roskams), Denmark (A. 
Bastrup-Birk, I. Thomsen, B. B. Jørgensen), Estonia (V. Adermann), Finland (K. T. Korhonen, M. 
Lindgren), Hungary (L. Kolozs), Latvia (Z. Libiete), Poland (P. Lech), Romania (O. Badea, G. 
Marin), Slovenia (M. Kovac), Spain (G. Fernández), Sweden (G. Sthål), 
The meeting concluded at 5.30 pm with general conclusions and the definition of future steps of 
Action C1-HarmonLS-40 (IT). 
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Annex 1, list of participants 
 

ID name surname Affiliation Address Country Abbrev. 
Country

e-mail

1 Zane LIBIETE Latvian State Forestry Research Instutute “Silava” Rigas 111, Salaspils, Lv-2169 Latvia LV zane.libiete@silava.lv

2 Paloma
GARCÍA 
FERNÁNDEZ

FOREST HEALTH UNIT (MINISTRY OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND RURAL AND MARINE AFFAIRS)

RÍOS ROSAS, 24, 6ª pl. ES – 28003 MADRID Spain
ES at_pgarciaf@mma.es 

3 Göran STÅHL SLU 901 83 Umea Sweden SE Goran.Stahl@srh.slu.se

4 Geert SIOEN Research Institute for Nature and Forest 
(Flanders)

Gaverstraat 4, 9500 Geraardsbergen, 
Belgium/Flanders

Belgium
BE geert.sioen@inbo.be

5 Mathieu JONARD Université catholique de Louvain – Unité des Eaux Croix du sud 2/009 B-1348 Louvain-la- Belgium BE Mathieu.jonard@uclouvain.be

6 Ovidiu BADEA Forest Research and Management Institute 
(ICAS)

street:Bd. Eroilor 128, city: Voluntari, 
jud. Ilfov, 077190,

Romania
RO obadea@icas.ro

7 Gheorghe MARIN
Forest Research and Management Institute 
(ICAS)

street:Bd. Eroilor 128, city: Voluntari, 
jud. Ilfov, 077190, Romania

Romania
RO ghmarin@icas.ro

8 Arthur BAUER LWF Freising Am Hochanger 11, D-85354 Freising DE Arthur.bauer@lwf.bayern.de

9 Pavel PAVLENDA National Forest Centre T.G. Masaryka 22,   960 92 Zvolen Slovakia
SK pavlenda@nlcsk.org

10 Vladimir SĚBEŇ
National Forest Centre – Forest research institute 
Zvolen

T. G. Masaryka 22, 960 92 Zvolen Slovakia
SK seben@nlcsk.org

11 Annemarie Bastrup-Birk University of Copenhagen Hoersholm Kongevej 11, 2970 Hørsholm Denmark DK ab@life.ku.dk 
12 Marco Ferretti TerraData environmetrics Via PA Mattioli 4, 53100 Siena Italy IT ferretti@terradata.it

13 Maria Chatziioannou
Ministry of Rural Development and Foods, General 
Directorate for Development and
Protection of Forests and Natural Environment

Halkokondili 31, 10164 Athens,  Greece
GR xa31u061@minagric.gr

14 Bruno Petriccione Corpo Forestale dello Stato Via Carducci, 5 – 00187 Roma Italy IT b.petriccione@corpoforestale.it
15 Enrico Pompei Corpo Forestale dello Stato Via Carducci, 5 – 00187 Roma Italy IT e.pompei@corpoforestale.it
16 Giuseppe Parisi Corpo Forestale dello Stato Via Carducci, 5 – 00187 Roma Italy IT g.parisi@corpoforestale.it
17 Claudia Cindolo Corpo Forestale dello Stato Via Carducci, 5 – 00187 Roma Italy IT c.cindolo@corpoforestale.it
18 Immacolata Librandi Corpo Forestale dello Stato Via Carducci, 5 – 00187 Roma Italy IT i.librandi@corpoforestale.it
19 Pamela Colatosti Corpo Forestale dello Stato Via Carducci, 5 – 00187 Roma Italy IT p.colatosti@corpoforestale.it
20 Patrizia Gasparini CRA-MPF piazza Nicolini, 6 CAP 38100 (Villazzano) Italy IT patrizia.gasparini@entecra.it
21 Lucio Di Cosmo CRA-MPF piazza Nicolini, 6 CAP 38100 (Villazzano) Italy IT lucio.dicosmo@entecra.it
22 Pawel  Lech Forest Research Institute Sekocin Stary, ul. Braci Lesnej 3, 05-090 Poland PL P.Lech@ibles.waw.pl

23 Veiko  Adermann Estonian Centre of Forest Protection and 
Silviculture, Dep. of the NFI

Iva str. 12, Tallinn 12618, Estonia
EE veikoa@emkk.ee

24 Jean-Christophe HERVE Inventaire Forestier National (French NFI)
Château des Barres, F-45290 Nogent-sur-
Vernisson

France
FR jcherve@ifn.fr

25 László Kolozs not specified H-1054 Budapest, Széchenyi u.14 Hungary
HU kolozs.laszlo@aesz.hu

26 Piermaria Corona University of Tuscia Italy IT piermaria.corona@unitus.it

27 Marko KOVAC Gozdarski institut Slovenije / Slovenian Forestry 
Institute

Slovenia
SI marko.kovac@gozdis.si

28 Jan Oldenburger Probos Foundation P.O. Box 253, 6700 AG Wageningen, the 
Netherlands

Netherlan
ds NL jan.oldenburger@probos.net

29 Kari T. Korhonen METLA Metla/P.O.Box 68, FI-80101 Joensuu
FINLAN
D FI kari.t.korhonen@metla.fi

30 Martti Lindgren Finnish Forest Research Institute Jokineimenkuja 1 01301 Vantaa
FINLAN
D FI martti.lindgren@metla.fi

31 Adrian LANZ Swiss Federal Institute of Forest, Snow and 
Landscape Research (WSL)

Zürcherstrasse 111, CH-8903 Birmensdorf
SWITW
ERLAND CH adrian.lanz@wsl.ch

32 Martin LORENZ Institute for World Forestry of vTI Leuschnerstr. 91, D-21031 Hamburg, Germany DE martin.lorenz@vti.bund.de

33 Klemens Shadauer Federal Research and Training Centre for Forests, 
Natural Hazards and Landscape

Seckendorff-Gudent-Weg 8, 1131 Wien
AUSTRI
A AT klemens.schadauer@bfw.gv.at

34 Lorenzo Fattorini University of Siena Italy IT
35 Gherardo Chirici University of Molise / Italian Academy of Forest P.zza Edison, 11 Italy IT gherardo.chirici@unimol.it
36 Roberta Bertini Italian Academy of Forest Sciences P.zza Edison, 11 Italy IT roberta.bertini@unifi.it
37 Davide Travaglini University of Florence / Italian Academy of Forest P.zza Edison, 11 Italy IT davide.travaglini@unifi.it  


